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Bill Hohlt, Conductor of the Polar Express Train in Ely, Nevada. “All
Aboard to the North Pole”. See Bill on page 4, also.

We have donated 816 pounds of food as of November 4th. Good
job everyone. Keep it going!

A big “Thank You” to the men who participate in the YVPC Men'’s
Chorus!

Saturday, February 13, 2010. More information forthcoming in the
weekly Worship Bulletins.
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Leaves are changing colors and falling,
pumpkins and winter squash overflow
from supermarket bins, and the cool
brisk morning air stays around a little
longer each day.

As we reflect on Fall and the Advent
season, we have an opportunity to think
about what this time means in our spiri-
tual lives. The fall season for a gardener is a time for pruning, taking
out dead plants, adding compost to the garden, and putting in new
plants for the winter season. What thoughts or actions might be tak-
ing us away from God that we could “prune” out of our lives or let go
of? Are we gripped by worry, anger or unresolved hurt that we could
“take out with the dead plants”, work at turning them over and care-
fully tending and encouraging them to “recycle” themselves into a
compost of healthy forgiveness that will nurture us?

Take time to enjoy the beauty of the falling leaves and to let go of
habits and lifestyles that keep you from the joyful participation in
what God is doing around us.

Please mark your calendar for December 18th from 3-4 pm for the
opportunity to build gingerbread houses with residents of the Contra
Costa Interfaith Housing’s Garden Apartments. We are looking for
volunteers to prepare the supplies for the gingerbread houses, as
well as to join us on the 18th to build the houses. This is a great
chance to celebrate the advent season with children and parents liv-
ing at the Garden Apartments.

Each Wednesday night of Advent, our Bible Study group will
be meeting at a house of a church member to reflect on scripture
and make cookies together. Each week we will make cookies
to share with friends and neighbors as a way of reaching out to oth-
ers during the Christmas Season. Come and read the Christmas
story and make cookies together; December 9th: The Jacoban's,
December 16th: The Thompson'’s.
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

25th: Dick Youngso
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&;‘k 5th: Bill Hohlt 12th: Daniel Wilso &;‘k
® ®



Linda Jacoban, Beth Thompson and Tim Thompson deliver back-
packs of school supplies, collected by YVPC's congregation, to resi-
dents of CC Interfaith Housing Garden Apartments in Pleasant Hill.
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%ﬁ JANUARY BIRTHDAYS %ﬁ
4th: Beverly Kesteloot 6th: Laura Louie

%\\ 9th: Bernard De Freze 10th: Nick Ferrer %\\

& 14th: Susannah Prinz 20th: Penny Oliver &
22nd: Laura Wilson 23: Natalie Pursche
30th: Allison Swick &
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% FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS %
3rd: Carol Scott 4th: Linda Jacoban

&‘p 5th: Sherry Carstensen 13th: Ruth Adams &‘p
23rd: Roy Oliver &
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Betty Chatenay

Movember 17, 1921 - August 20, 2009

Betty joined Ygnacio Valley Presbyterian Church on Oetober 6, 1996, She attended services
fanthfully, and freely shared her many talents including Aower armanging with which she enrched
the Church Sanctuary with beautiful flowers for many years, She died peacefully on August 20,
9. She was preceded in death by her Husband Fred Chatenay in 1994, Betty is survived by
two sons Danny and Barney, daughter Shari, granddaughter Kimberly and husband Mike
Thompson, great grandchildren Beth and Tim Thompson, as well as 7 other prandchildren, 7
other grear grandchildren and numerous nieces and nephews,

Betty loved the outdoors and was an avid gardener. She shared her love of camping, fishing,
gardening, and nature with her entire family. She enjoved traveling and seeing different parts of
the world, Betty alzo had a gift of cooking and spent many hours sharing that gifi with her family,
eapecially sourdough pancakes, She was a friend to all, with a quick smile and friendly greeting,
and especially with her special friend Chet Haney who greatly enriched her life in later years.,

The following poeim was shared in her memorial service ot YVPC on August 22, 2009,

I'm Free
Diont grieve for me, for now I'm free,
["m followang the path God kaad for me.
I took His hand when [ heard Him call.
I tarned my back and lefl it all,
I eould not stay another day,
ter lanigh, to love, o work of play
Tasks left undone must stav that way.
I foumd that peace at the close of day.
If my partmg has left o void,
Then fill it with remembered joy.
A friendship shased, a laugh, a kiss,
Be not burdened with fimes of sorrow.
My fife's been full, I've savored much:
Goodd friends, good times, o loved omes touch.
Perhaps my tirne seemed all too brief.
[on™t bengthen it now with undue grief,
Ancnymous







Ushers for December
6th: Stan & Laura Wilson

13th: Don and Joan Dickinson

20th: Sylvia Chatagnier and Bev
Kesteloot
27th: Mike and Kim Thompson

Coffee and Food for December

6th: The Louie family
13th: The Adams’ family
20th: Christmas Cookies
27th: The Wilson family

Ushers for January

3rd: Mary De Freze and Penny
Oliver

10th: Paula Ash and Lucie Skou-
rup

17th: Mike and Kim Thompson

24th: Eric and Flo Carstensen

31st: Sylvia Chatagnier and Bev

Kesteloot

Coffee and Food for January
3rd: The Adams’ family
10th: The Hohlt family
17th: The Carstensen family
24th: The De Freze and Oliver

families

31st: Bob Bailey and Sylvia
Chatagnier

" $ %&

If you are looking for a way to help out our community’s young peo-
ple, then Young Life is the organization for you. There is a list in the
lobby with numerous ways your help would be appreciated. If you
have any questions, please feel free to contact Pat or Donna

Noonan at 708-076.

This year 35 shoe boxes filled with school supplies, toys and hard
candy were sent with love. Thank you to all who gave money,
shopped for supplies or came to help on work days.

The most recent Aluminum can recycling effort netted $130, split be-
tween PW and the Deacons. The more pounds we recycle, the

more we earn per pound.
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Church Office Hours

Monday through Friday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Phone: 925-682-8254
Fax: 925-687-4452

Staff and Committee Chairs

Pastor: Matt Prinz

Office Manager: Cherie Trautz

Clerk of Session: Sylvia Chatagnier
Deacon Chair: Sonia Wilkinson
Management Team: Carol Scott and Kim Thompson
Treasurer: Kim Thompson

Music: Christie Jacoban

Building and Grounds: Erik Carstensen, Sr.
CONTACT Editor: Carol Scott

CONTACT Creative Assistant: Irwin Scott
Website Manager: Carol Scott

Prayer Chain: Ruth Adams

0 *

Thank you to everyone who has generously donated toward the pur-
chase of our new Wireless Microphone System. It is a great im-
provement over what we have now. We have collected $825 and
are still accepting donations. Page 9




CALENDAR

Every Saturday

6:00 pm Presbyterian Worship in Spanish. An uplifting
service of singing, praise and inspiring preach-
ing followed by a time of fellowship.

Culto Presbiteriano en Espanol. Cantos y ala-
banzas y proclamacion de la Palabra de Dios
que inspira. Siempre un refrigerio espiritual y
social.

Every Sunday

9:30 am Worship. Speaker: Pastor Matt Prinz
9:45 am Rotatiohnal Sunday School Workshop for Grades
1st —8'

Every Tuesday

8:30 am Men's Prayer Breakfast.

Second and fourth Tuesday

10:30 am  Presbyterian Women meet.

Every Wednesday

12:00 noon Community Prayer.

7:00 pm Adult Bible Study.

Wednesday December 9, 2009
7:00 pm  Bible Study and Cookie Making at the
Jacoban’s House

Wednesday December 16, 2009
7:00 pm  Bible Study and Cookie Making at the
Thompson’s House
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Friday December 18, 2009
3-4 pm  Gingerbread House Constructing at the
Contra Costa Interfaith Housing’s
Garden Apartments.

Sunday December 20, 2009
Deacons’ Offering

Thursday December 24, 2009
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
Food Basket Offering

Monday December 28, 2009 — Friday January 1, 2010
Church Office Closed

Sunday January 3, 2010
Communion

Saturday February 13, 2010
Crab Feed Fundraiser.

Note: All activities will be at Ygnacio Valley Presbyterian Church
unless noted otherwise.

+ *

’

A weekly meeting for prayer takes place each Wednesday at noon in
the Fireside Room. This is an opportunity to take a short break from
work and daily activities to join with others to pray for the world, our
city, our church community, and each other. In order to continue to
listen and discern where God is taking us as a church community we
must meet regularly to pray together.

* * |

The Session approved a second 3 year term for Pastor Matt as a
Designated Pastor with the same conditions as the previous term.

The Bookkeeper’s report showed a Net Profit of $385.26 for Octo-
ber. Budget vs. Actual performance projections for the year’s end
are 9.8% more income than the Original Budget and 2.4% less ex-
penses than the Original Budget. The End-of-year position is pro-
jected to be negative $7,946.97.
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