Welcome to our Worship
Celebra on
December 10, 2017 at 9:00 am

Ygnacio Valley Presbyterian Church

Sunday Worship Gathering
December 10, 2017
We are waiting and hoping for God’s redemption
God gathers the church to worship
(based on Isaiah 40)

Kathy Youngson

Leader: Look! Faithful love and truth have met in this
place.
People: Righteousness and peace have kissed in
our midst.
Leader: Listen! God is speaking words of hope.
People: Christ is calling us into God’s flock.
Leader: See! the glory of God shines all around us.
The love of Christ flows through our lives.
People: Come! Let us worship.

Hearing God’s Story

Kathy

Isaiah 40:1-11 (The Message)
1-2

“Comfort, oh comfort my people,” says your
God. “Speak softly and tenderly to Jerusalem, but
also make it very clear that she has served her
sentence, that her sin is taken care of—forgiven!
She’s been punished enough and more than
enough, and now it’s over and done with.” 3-5 Thunder in the desert! “Prepare for G45’s arrival! Make
the road straight and smooth, a highway fit for our
God. Fill in the valleys, level off the hills, Smooth
out the ruts, clear out the rocks. Then G45’s bright
glory will shine and everyone will see it. Yes. Just
as G45 has said.” 6-8 A voice says, “Shout!” I said,
“What shall I shout?”
continued . . .

scripture continued . . .

“These people are nothing but grass, their love fragile as wildflowers. The grass withers, the wildflowers
fade, if G45 so much as puffs on them. Aren’t these
people just so much grass? True, the grass withers
and the wildflowers fade, but our God’s Word
stands firm and forever.” 9-11 Climb a high mountain,
Zion. You’re the preacher of good news. Raise your
voice. Make it good and loud, Jerusalem. You’re the
preacher of good news. Speak loud and clear. Don’t
be timid! Tell the cities of Judah, “Look! Your God!”
Look at him! G45, the Master, comes in power,
ready to go into action. He is going to pay back his
enemies and reward those who have loved him.
Like a shepherd, he will care for his flock, gathering
the lambs in his arms, Hugging them as he carries
them, leading the nursing ewes to good pasture.

Prayer

(based on Mark 1)

Shepherding God, as lambs of your flock,
we long to lie down in green pastures.
Lift us into your lap,
and comfort our troubled minds.
Give us your rest,
and strengthen our weary bodies.
Guide us through this season
of anticipation and hope,
that we might lift our voices
in laughter and song.
Make our paths straight,
that we might move boldly forward
as we prepare for your arrival. Amen.

Kathy

Songs of worship
Confession

Keith & Susannah

(based on Psalm 85)

Matt

God of shepherding love,
we need your guidance this day.
You proclaim that faithful love and truth have met,
but we cannot see it.
You rejoice that righteousness and peace have kissed,
but we can scarcely believe it.
Forgive our jaded hearts,
and correct our wandering ways.
Breathe your grace into our lives,
and give us the confidence to shout
for all the world to hear:
“Here us our God!” Amen.

Silent confession
Assurance of forgiveness
(based on Isaiah 40)

Matt

“Comfort, comfort, my people,” says our God.
We have served our term.
Our penalty is paid in full.
Rejoice in the good news.

Passing Christ’s peace to one another
Praying as a community—giving testimony of
God’s hope and beauty in our lives and neighborhoods

Advent Prayer
“Come, thou long-expected Jesus!”
As we wait for the One who has already come, prepare
our hearts and minds to be receptive, God.
Build a manger within us that will cradle the Christ.
Create within us a spiritual space that will welcome
your Holy Spirit.
May we not wait as strangers in a bus depot
who stand alone,
ignoring each other’s stare,
ignorant of another’s pain,
consumed by private concern.
But may we wait like a family gathered in a
hospital room anticipating the arrival of a child,
a brother, a sister.
May we share familiar stories of our common past,
remembering those times together when mutual
comfort made our toxic tears taste sweet
and warm,
when our joy came dancing up to our mouths
and we rejoiced with singing and laughter,
when we encouraged each other to be strong,
to be brave, and to hope our way through
the night storm until your calm morning
light returned.
Oh, make us a family, kind Creator,
that welcomes Jesus as Lord!
Amen.

Listening to God’s Story

Kathy

Isaiah 40:1-11 (NRSV)
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.
2
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that
she has served her term, that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the L4H5’s hand double
for all her sins. 3 A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the L4H5, make straight in
the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley
shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be
made low; the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.5 Then the glory of the
L4H5 shall be revealed, and all people shall see it
together, for the mouth of the L4H5 has spoken.”6 A
voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I
cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like
the flower of the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the L4H5 blows upon
it; surely the people are grass. 8 The grass withers,
the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand
forever. 9 Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion,
herald of good tidings lift up your voice with
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings lift it
up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is
your God!” 10 See, the Lord G45 comes with might,
and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.11 He will feed his
flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in
his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently
lead the mother sheep.

Hosting God’s story

Pastor Matt Prinz

Finding ourselves in God’s Story

Everyone

Practicing generosity—bring your offerings,
food for hungry neighbors, paper for teachers, and diapers for young families forward
Prayer

Kathy

You have sheltered us in your flock, God.
You have gathered us in your arms
and lifted us into your lap.
May the gifts we offer you this day,
reflect in some small measure,
the immense gratitude we feel
for the generosity of your love. Amen.

Song

Keith & Susannah

God sends us to be the church in the world
(based on Psalm 85)

Matt

Leader: Christ is coming soon.
Love is on the way.
But Christ is already here.
People: And love is all around us.
Leader: Faithful love and truth have met.
People: Righteousness and peace have kissed.
Leader: We wait for the fullness of God’s kingdom.
People: Christ is coming soon.
Leader: Love is on the way.

Sermon Notes:

Visitors: Welcome to Ygnacio Valley Presbyterian
We are glad that you have joined us for worship and
want you to feel warmly welcomed to this community of
faith. It is our prayer that you will experience God’s presence in our worship and fellowship. We would be delighted for you to join us for a cup of coffee or tea and refreshments in the fireside room (right next to the sanctuary) following the service. Our pastor is always available
to talk or answer questions, just leave your name and
phone number or email address with a church member.

Special note to children and their parents:
We welcome all children and families in our worship
gatherings and provide books and coloring materials on
the kid’s table as you enter the sanctuary. We believe
that children are an essential part of our church community. We have designed our worship services to include
times of interaction, response, and movement to invite
the participation of younger members. Please talk with
Pastor Matt about creative ways that your children can
be involved in our worship services. We also have a
nursery available.

Everyone is welcome to join us for refreshments and
fellowship after this morning’s worship celebration.
Ushers: Lucie & Paula
Coffee Hour: The Skourup Family
Nursery Attendant: As Needed
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Calendar and Announcements
THIS MORNING
WEDNESDAY
NEXT SUNDAY

December 10, 2017
after worship
Coffee Hour
7:00 pm
Bible Study
9:00 am
Worship Celebration

Advent Season and Ways to Dive In
—use common prayer book or Advent devotions for daily prayer
—weekly bible studies in member’s homes (want to host a week?)
—weekly interviews in worship about hope/waiting (want to
be interviewed?)
—new opportunities for generosity—bring canned foods for
neighbors, diapers for families at Garden Apartments,
offerings for church ministries, and copy paper & manila
envelopes for teachers at Oak Grove Middle School
—Christmas Eve Morning worship at 9am and candlelight
interactive worship service at 5pm

The “Care Bears” are Back
As customary, this year we have adopted a low-income family to
help brighten their Christmas. This year the family is a mother,
Katie, 4 year old twin boys, Will & Vito, and a 5 year old girl, Ash.
The boys are into everything super heroes and Ash likes princess
things. They are from Super Kidz Daycare, which is the daycare
that rents space from us. There is a “want/need” list is in the office. If you are interested in purchasing a gift/s for this family,
please sign out a Care Bear from the tree in the office. Feel free to
contact Cherie for more information. Thank you in advance.

Hearing Loop is In!
Our new hearing loop has been installed. If you use hearing aids,
get your t-coil turned on. We used our Synod loan funds to cover
this, but if you would like to help contribute towards the cost
($4,700) it would be appreciated. Enjoy & Thank you!

Kitchen “Wish List”
We have noticed a few items which would be beneficial to have in
our church kitchen when we prepare dinners, homeless feedings
and Sunday coffee hours. If you have any of the following items to
spare, we would be grateful for a wooden cutting board, water
glasses, and cast iron pans. Thank you in advance.

Ongoing Church Experiments 2016 & 2017
1) Community Meals– Potluck 5/10; Ribs on 5/28; BBQ on 7/26 &
11/15/17
2) Learning Trips—Global Immersion Trip to Mexico/U.S. border
(May 4th –7th) Sylvia Chatagnier and Inhabit Conference on Neighborhood (April 28th-29th) Mike & Kim Thompson, Matt & Susannah
Prinz
3) Grapevine project—Soil preparation & Irrigation—April 1st; June
3rd Planting; Irrigation—July
4) Faith and Culture classes—Art & Faith—January 29th
5) Church Retreat—Lake Tahoe—Oct. 14-16, 2016 & Oct. 6-8,
2017
6) New Songs—ongoing, putting together new song book
7) Pastoral Sabbatical—June & July & August 2017
8) Faith-Rooted organizing—3/17; 9/29 & 10/24/17
9) BBQ at Contra Costa Interfaith Housing—6/8/17
What experiments would you like to see in 2018 & 2019?

Financial Update
Currently the total income for the year is 7.3% less than the Original Budget Projection and expenses are 0.9% less. Contributions
have been less than anticipated. We began the year with a projected end-of-year negative position of $9.00, which is currently a
negative $14,783.39.

Ushers

Usher and Coffee Hour Volunteers
Coffee Hour

DECEMBER
17th
Carrie & Sylvia
24th
Dee & Todd
31st
Bob & Ruth B.

Graham Family
Christmas Cookies
Barcelon Family

JANUARY 2018
7th
Bob & Sylvia
14th
Dee & Ruth
21st
Christie & Todd
28th
Kim & Mike

Sylvia Chatagnier
Graham Family
Jacoban Family
Thompson Family

Ygnacio Valley Presbyterian Church
is a community faith that:
•

Accepts Jesus as the clearest revela4on of the God of the
Old and New Testament

•

Is open to all who are on a journey of faith seeking truth
and meaning for their lives through a rela4onship with
God

•

Will respect each person’s journey of faith

•

Believes our mission is: To Love, Obey, and Glorify God by
Making and Being Disciples of Jesus Christ, and by Loving
All
Ma" Prinz—Pastor
Ma" & Linda Kost, Chris e Jacoban &
Todd Swick—Song Leaders/Piano/Guitar
Cherie Trautz—Oﬃce Manager
Sylvia Chatagnier-Clerk of the Session
Paula Ash, Bob Bailey, Linda Kost, Laura
Wilson & Kathy Youngson—Elders

2140 Minert Road
Concord, CA 94518
(925) 682-8254
FAX (925) 687-4452
www.yvchurch.org
E-Mail:
welcome@yvchurch.org
Oﬃce Hours: 9am-1pm
Monday-Friday

