Welcome to our Worship
Celebra on
January 21, 2018 at 9:00 am

Ygnacio Valley Presbyterian Church

Sunday Worship Gathering
January 21, 2018
God’s love sustains us and awakes us to love
others
God gathers the church to worship with our
whole lives (based on Isaiah 9)
Terri Louie
Leader: Christ is our light, our way in the dark.
People: Come to the light of Christ.
Leader: Christ calls us here, to worship and to pray.
People: Come and answer Christ’s call.
Leader: Christ leads us forth, to teach and to heal.
People: Come and worship our God!

Listening to God’s Story

Terri

Psalm 27 (The Message)
1

Light, space, zest—that’s G()! So, with him on
my side I’m fearless, afraid of no one and nothing.
2
When vandal hordes ride down ready to eat me
alive, Those bullies and toughs fall flat on their faces. 3 When besieged, I’m calm as a baby. When all
hell breaks loose, I’m collected and cool.4 I’m asking G() for one thing, only one thing: To live with
him in his house my whole life long. I’ll contemplate
his beauty; I’ll study at his feet.5 That’s the only quiet, secure place in a noisy world, The perfect getaway, far from the buzz of traffic. 6 God holds me
head and shoulders above all who try to pull me
down. I’m headed for his place to offer anthems
that will raise the roof! Already I’m singing Godsongs; I’m making music to G().
continued . . .

scripture continued . . .
7-8

Listen, G(), I’m calling at the top of my lungs:
“Be good to me! Answer me!” When my heart whispered, “Seek God,” my whole being replied, “I’m
seeking him!” Don’t hide from me now! 9-10 You’ve
always been right there for me; don’t turn your back
on me now. Don’t throw me out, don’t abandon
me; you’ve always kept the door open. My father
and mother walked out and left me, but G() took
me in. 11-12 Point me down your highway, G(); direct me along a well-lighted street; show my enemies whose side you’re on. Don’t throw me to the
dogs, those liars who are out to get me, filling the
air with their threats. 13-14 I’m sure now I’ll see God’s
goodness in the exuberant earth. Stay with G()!
Take heart. Don’t quit. I’ll say it again: Stay with
G().

Prayer

Terri

(based on Matthew 4)

Light of the World, shine upon us this day.
Break through the clouds
that separate us from one another,
that we may worship you as one body.
Guide our steps,
that we may walk in your light
and live as your people of love.

Songs of worship

Linda & Matthew

Confession

(based on Psalm 27)

Pastor Matt

You are our light, our salvation,
the stronghold that lifts us up.
When our light dims from division and anger,
shine upon us with your grace.
When our light fades from confusion and doubt,
encourage us with your hope.
When our light recedes behind sin and regret,
heal us with your mercy and truth.
That we would no longer walk in darkness,
that we would cease to be divided from you
and from one another.
In your face, we see a great light in our darkness.
In your love, we are unified
and made one with you,
one with each other,
and one in ministry to the world.
In your grace, we become people of light.
May it be so.
May it be so. Amen.

Silent confession
Receiving God’s forgiveness

Matt

(based on Matthew 4)

God is our light and our salvation.
In Christ, we no longer walk in darkness or division,
but are called forth to unity and love,
to light and life.

Passing Christ’s peace to one another

Praying as a community—giving testimony of
God’s power and healing in our lives and
neighborhoods
Prayer for Wholeness by Desmond Tutu
Busy, normal people: the world is here.
Can you hear it wailing, crying, whispering?
Listen: the world is here.
Don’t you hear it,
praying and sighing and groaning for wholeness?
Sighing and whispering:
wholeness, wholeness, wholeness?
An arduous, tiresome, difficult journey
towards wholeness.
God, who gives us strength of body,
make us whole.
Wholeness of persons: well-being of individuals.
The cry for bodily health and spiritual
strength is echoed from person to person,
from patient to doctor.
It goes out from a soul to its pastor.
We, busy, “normal” people: we are sick.
We yearn to experience wholeness in
our innermost being:
in health and prosperity,
we continue to feel un-well,
un-fulfilled, or half-filled.
There is a hollowness in our pretended well-being:
our spirits cry out for the well-being
of the whole human family.
We pride ourselves in our traditional
communal ideology, our extended family.
The beggars and the mad people in our streets:
—Where are their relatives?
Who is their father? Where is their mother?
We cry for the wholeness of humanity.
continued . . .

Prayer for Wholeness continued . . .

But the litany of brokenness is without end.
Black and white; rich and poor; Hausa and Yomba;
Presbyterian and Roman Catholic:
we are all parts of each other,
we yearn to be folded into the fullness
of life—together.
Life, together with the outcast,
the prisoner, the mad woman, the abandoned child;
our wholeness is intertwined with their hurt.
Wholeness is intertwined with their hurt.
Working with Christ to heal the hurt,
seeing and feeling the suffering of others,
standing alongside them.
Their loss of dignity is not their loss:
it is the loss of our human dignity,
we busy, “normal” people.
The person next to you: with a different
language and culture,
with a different skin or hair color—
it is God’s diversity, making an unbroken
rainbow circle—
our covenant of peace with God,
encircling the whole of humanity.
Christians have to re-enact the miracle of Good Friday:
the torn veil, the broken walls,
the bridge over the chasm,
the broken wall of hostility between
the Jew and the Gentile.
The wall between sacred and secular?
There is no wall
there is only God at work in the whole;
heal the sores on the feet;
salvage the disintegrated personality;
bind the person back into the whole.
continued on next page. . .

Prayer for Wholeness continued . . .

For without that one, we do not have a whole.
Even if there are ninety-nine:
without that one, we do not have a whole.
God, who gives us strength of body,
make us whole.

Prayers of Lament—Pray with tears and salt
for the broken places in our world
Hearing God’s Story

Terri

Psalm 27 (NRSV)
1

The L(I) is my light and my salvation; whom
shall I fear? The L(I) is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid? 2 When evildoers assail
me to devour my flesh—my adversaries and
foes—they shall stumble and fall. 3 Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear;
though war rise up against me, yet I will be confident. 4 One thing I asked of the L(I), that will I
seek after: to live in the house of the L(I) all the
days of my life, to behold the beauty of the L(I),
and to inquire in his temple. 5 For he will hide me
in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal
me under the cover of his tent; he will set me high
on a rock. 6 Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his
tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and
make melody to the L(I).7 Hear, O L(I), when I
cry aloud, be gracious to me and answer me!
8
“Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” Your
face, L(I), do I seek. 9 Do not hide your face from
me.
continued . . .

scripture continued . . .

Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who
have been my help. Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation! 10 If my father and
mother forsake me, the L(I) will take me up.
11
Teach me your way, O L(I), and lead me on a
level path because of my enemies. 12 Do not give
me up to the will of my adversaries, for false witnesses have risen against me, and they are breathing out violence.13 I believe that I shall see the
goodness of the L(I) in the land of the living.
14
Wait for the L(I); be strong, and let your heart
take courage; wait for the L(I)!

Hosting God’s story
Finding ourselves in God’s Story

Pastor Matt Prinz
Everyone

Coming to the Lord’s table
Practicing generosity—giving our offerings
Prayer

(based on Isaiah 9)

Terri

With these gifts, bring justice to the oppressed
and food to the hungry.
With our ministry of love,
proclaim unity in a divided world.
Bless us and bless these gifts, that your light may shine
in places shadowed by despair.

Song

Linda & Matthew

God sends us to be the church in the world

Visitors: Welcome to Ygnacio Valley Presbyterian
We are glad that you have joined us for worship and
want you to feel warmly welcomed to this community of
faith. It is our prayer that you will experience God’s presence in our worship and fellowship. We would be delighted for you to join us for a cup of coffee or tea and refreshments in the fireside room (right next to the sanctuary) following the service. Our pastor is always available
to talk or answer questions, just leave your name and
phone number or email address with a church member.

Special note to children and their parents:
We welcome all children and families in our worship
gatherings and provide books and coloring materials on
the kid’s table as you enter the sanctuary. We believe
that children are an essential part of our church community. We have designed our worship services to include
times of interaction, response, and movement to invite
the participation of younger members. Please talk with
Pastor Matt about creative ways that your children can
be involved in our worship services. We also have a
nursery available.

Everyone is welcome to join us for refreshments and
fellowship after this morning’s worship celebration.
Ushers: Christie & Todd
Coffee Hour: The Jacoban Family
Nursery Attendant: As Needed

CCLI #135345

Calendar and Announcements
THIS MORNING
WEDNESDAY
FRIDAY
NEXT SUNDAY

January 21, 2018
after worship
Coffee Hour
7:00 pm
Bible Study
Office Closed
9:00 am
Worship Celebration

Save the Date
Mark your calendars for our next annual Crab Feed fundraiser, on
Saturday February 10, 2018. There are only 4 weeks left until the
“Big Night” to dust off your dessert recipes, contribute to the “Wall
of Soda” and to ask friends, neighbors and family to join us. Tickets are now available at last year’s low price of $40. Please see
Terri Louie if you’d like to purchase tickets this morning.

2018 Congregational Meeting next Sunday
Please plan on attending our Congregational meeting after our
worship service on Sunday, January 28th. We will be receiving our
2018 budget and sharing how we saw God’s work in 2017.

Thank you!
During our Advent offerings, with your generosity, we were able to
donate 8 cases of copy paper and 137 cans of food to Oak Grove
Middle School. We received a nice thank you letter from Oak
Grove’s faculty.

Interested in Meeting with Pastor Matt?
Pastor Matt is available to meet, talk and pray when and where it
is convenient for you. Please call him at 510-856-7434.

Ongoing Church Experiments 2016 & 2017
1) Community Meals– Potluck 5/10; Ribs on 5/28; BBQ on 7/26 &
11/15/17
2) Learning Trips—Global Immersion Trip to Mexico/U.S. border
3) (May 4th –7th) Sylvia Chatagnier and Inhabit Conference on
Neighborhood (April 28th-29th) Mike & Kim Thompson, Matt &
Susannah Prinz
3) Grapevine project—Soil preparation & Irrigation—April 1st;
June 3rd—Planting; Irrigation—July
4) Faith and Culture classes—Art & Faith—January 29th
5) Church Retreat—Lake Tahoe—Oct. 14-16, 2016 & Oct. 6-8,
2017
6) New Songs—ongoing, putting together new song book
7) Pastoral Sabbatical—June & July & August 2017
8) Faith-Rooted organizing—3/17; 9/29 & 10/24/17
9) BBQ at Contra Costa Interfaith Housing—6/8/17
What experiments would you like to see in 2018 & 2019?

Ushers

Usher and Coffee Hour Volunteers
Coffee Hour

JANUARY
28th Kim & Mike

Thompson Family

FEBRUARY
4th Bob & Terri
11th Dee & Sylvia
18th Carrie & Paula
25th Lucie & Kathy

Louie Family
COOKIES
Ash Family
Skourup Family

Ygnacio Valley Presbyterian Church
is a community faith that:
•

Accepts Jesus as the clearest revela4on of the God of the
Old and New Testament

•

Is open to all who are on a journey of faith seeking truth
and meaning for their lives through a rela4onship with
God

•

Will respect each person’s journey of faith

•

Believes our mission is: To Love, Obey, and Glorify God by
Making and Being Disciples of Jesus Christ, and by Loving
All
Ma" Prinz—Pastor
Ma" & Linda Kost, Chris e Jacoban &
Todd Swick—Song Leaders/Piano/Guitar
Cherie Trautz—Oﬃce Manager
Sylvia Chatagnier-Clerk of the Session
Paula Ash, Bob Bailey, Linda Kost, Laura
Wilson & Kathy Youngson—Elders

2140 Minert Road
Concord, CA 94518
(925) 682-8254
FAX (925) 687-4452
www.yvchurch.org
E-Mail:
welcome@yvchurch.org
Oﬃce Hours: 9am-1pm
Monday-Friday

